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3 July 2008

Mr. ADONIS R. BARRAQUIAS

Chief, BAC Secretariat and Head, BAC Il Secretariat
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Room 507-508, 5" Floor Mabini Building

DepED Complex, Meralco Ave, Pasig City

Re: Resort to Alternative Modes of Procurement

Dear Mr. Barraquias: |

We respond to your letter dated 24 June 2008 secking clarification on how
many failed procurement through the alternative mode of shopping is required before a
procuring entity may resort to other alternative methods of procurement.

Please be advised that a procuring entity may resort to any of the alternative
modes of procurement provided that it falls under the conditions set forth by Republic
Act 9184 (RA 9184) and its Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR-A). It is not
dependent on the number of failed attempts to procure through shopping. Resort to
other alternative methods of procurement may be had provided that the conditions for
the recommended mode are present.

We also advice the Bids and Awards Committee (BAC) to look deeper into why
it has failed to procure office supplies and equipment (e.g., continuous braile practice
paper to be used by the blind, supply of line cards for communication equipment, etc.)
through the alternative mode of shopping. Shopping has proven to be an effective
method in the procurement of off-the-shelf office supplies since it merely requires the
procuring entity to request for the submission of price quotations from suppliers of
known qualifications. Once the BAC is able to determine the real reason why the
alternative mode of shopping is not effective in the purchase of these office supplies,

then it is in a better position to identify the appropriate alternative method to be adopted
for said procurement.

We trust that we have provided you with sufficient guidance. Should you have
additional questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.
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We would like to be clarified on the following: How many failures are allowed for
shopping before resorting to other alternative methods of procurement? What
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We have experienced this difficuity in procurement of supplies and equipment
common or ordinary to DepEd, e.9. continuous Braille practice papet used by the blind,
supply of line cards for our communication equipment, Txtblast equipment for the Center for
Students and Co-Curriculars Unit, etc., costing above P80,000.00 but very much below
P250,000.00.
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Your clarification on this matter would further ensure smooth performance of our
procurement activities.

Thank you.



